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Abstract

A Study of Cultural Properties Protection

enacted in 1962

Choi, Yun Jung
Department of Art History
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

This thesis which focused on the Cultural Properties Protection Act
enacted in 1962 investigated the process of its being formed and its
problems. For that, it explored the process in which Japanese system for
the protection of cultural properties was generated and developed in the
period when _Japanese imperialism occupied Korea by force. It also
studied the character of the act by dividing it into substance and
historical background. Thus, it aims at presenting a specific method of
protecting and succeeding to our cultural heritage by investigating a
policy for the protection of our cultural properties in the two directions
such as a system and improvement.

It is the most important national task to protect and manage our



cultural assets safely and hand them over to our descendants for ever.
Nevertheless, Japanese imperialism and Western powers plundered Korea
of them. They were destroyed in large quantities during the Korean
War. In the meantime, they have severely suffered from chronic illegal
excavation, robbery, and especially development-oriented economic
growth after the 1960s.

The act before the Cultural Properties Protection Act was enacted in
1962 began with the Regulation on Property Management in A Local
Old-time School Belonging to the Confucian Shrine, which was
promulgated for the first time in 1910. After it, on September 1 1911, the
Temple Act was enacted which was limited to a Buddhist temple but
which included a small quantity of acts directly related to the protection
of cultural properties in the regulation. Others include Historic
Spot-Level Relics Preservation Rules(1916) and Chosun Treasure Historic
Spot Scenic Beauty Natural Monument Conservation Society Official
Regulations(1932). Chosun Treasure Historic Spot Scenic Beauty Natural
Monument Conservation Act which was enacted in 1933 started the
designation of ’treasure’ as a typical act of registering and managing
many relics.

After the 1945 Liberation of Korea, the act which had continued to
maintain its effect was abolished when the Cultural Properties Protection
Act was prepared in 1962. Korean cultural properties have been
conserved and managed by the same act for the twenty years from that
vear to 1982. However, conserving and managing our cultural heritage
exhibited operational loopholes and problems by following as they were

the 'Conservation Act’ by which the Cultural Properties Protection Act



was abused by the colonial policy of Japanese imperialism and Japanese

"Cultural Properties Protection Act’ enacted in 1950.

I want to present some alternatives for preparing the institutional frame
by which our ’'Cultural Properties Protection Act’ can overcome the
problems and display its cultural capacity in the future. The first is to
survey and accept foreign advanced policies. The second is to cultivate
the expert who can understand and apply Korean real situation. The
third is to seek various methods of cultural properties being returned.
The fourth is to make legally institutional devices to provoke the social
obligations of a museum and the voluntary participation of civil
organizations. The final is to broaden the scope of our cultural properties
to North Korea and overseas location through cultural cooperation with
North Korea in preparation for the unification between South and North
Koreas and argue with them about the questions of management and
title. It will be unnecessary to repeat the necessity of revised law and
governmental efforts for the alternatives.

Cultural assets as the precious materials speaking for history and
culture are cherished common heritage by our people and state. Implying
all sorts of ancestral wisdom they are themselves our history and pride.
Thus, they are the valuable assets that the descendants to live on the
earth not only in the present but in the future will also have to enjoy.
We will have to transfer our culture and cultural heritage as valued

heritage to our descendants.
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