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ABSTRACT

A Study on specialization and position of childron’s Literature in

the 1960s.

- Focused on children’s Novels -

Jang, Young Mi
Dept. of korean & literature
Graduate School
Sungshin Wonen’s University

This thesis is what studied the specialization and position of childron’s literature
in 1960s. As for 1960s, Korean Civil War, 4.19 revolution and 5.16 coup d’ete etc.
may be counted as period feature. These 3 kinds of subjects show nature of
differentiation from prior literature, contunity with post literature or
contemporaneity as critical mind which ruled over the literature in 1960s. That is,
literature in 1960s may be referred to as literature of the period to start earnest
research for the new possibility of Korean literature, standing by the will of
separation from prior period literature. We get to pay attention to the point that it
has distinctive nature to be different from prior period literature, showing the
aspect that it parted with postwar chaos by then society, culture and structure and
also form of modern age is deepened and transfigured gradually.

Juvenile literary circles in 1960s thirsted for newness by social influence also. In
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the early stage of 1960s, Lee, Won Soo groped for the right establishment of view
of juvenile literature and the purification of juvenile literary man, by regarding the
cause that juvenile literature was dull and it had been despised in comparison with
adult literature as what comes from understanding lack of writer for juvenile
literature and wrong justice and judgement which is not in juvenile literature itself.
Yoon, Suk Joong enumerated the necessity of critic for the reorganization of
literary circles and the evaluation of ability of writer, reflecting that prior writers
did work activity without definite standard. We can see that trial to try to grope
for the change of juvenile literature was formed unlike former times in juvenile
literary circles in 1960s. We can think about the interrelation between literature
and society realistically.

Existence method of publication media is not isolate industry, but it has relation
with wvarious structures of society body dynamically. This means that we can
discover that the prevalence of boom of complete collection in 1960s has not
nothing to do with political, economic and social cultural phenomenon. However,
as publication is one cultural business, it cannot help changing in accordance with
social environment and given condition, but the quality of books of complete
collection takes charge of very important role in that books are occupying the
important part of environment that children receive education. As for the boom of
complete collection in 1960s, they were published on the basis of social request.
So, it is holding commercial element. But, we can give meaning to a certain
degree, in that the publication of complete collection of Korean juvenile
literature/selection arranged Korean juvenile literature history. Thus, publication
culture in 1960s seems to be socio-cultural phenomenon that negative element and

affirmative element were immanent at the same time.
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In addition, in 1960s, [juvenile literature] magazine which is the first special
magazine of criticism of juvenile literature approached juvenile literature in the
dimension of literature. [Juvenile literature] magazine which was published
irregularly failed to continue long, in spite of efforts to try to emboss the position
of juvenile literature. However, first [juvenile literature] magazine centering around
the theory study of juvenile literature became direct motive which realized
full-scale literature, forming criticism literature, and it improved the easygoing
climate of literary circles of attitude of writer. In addition, it can be said that it
expanded to the possibility of criticism of juvenile literature after this to a certain
degree. Literary contest in sprin which was discontinued due to war revived with
the middle of 1950s as the starting point, and it played the central role of the
system to take the platform in 1960s. Writer group who aroused new wind in
juvenile literary circles in 1960s were writers from literary contest in spring.
Then, groped for what are different from established writer such as reinforcement
of subject consciousness, diverse experiment consciousness and extension of
juvenile world etc.

As for writers who groped for these diverse creation methods, Lee, Won Soo
and Kim, Yo Seob who are established writers and Lee, Young Ho who is new
writer may not be omitted. These writers illuminated society and children and
children and society, breaking from illiterate vulgarity.

In case of Lee, Won Soo, he secured objective gaze, at the time distance to a
certain degree in looking at Korean Civil War unlike other postwar novels which
were written in 1950s. This may be linked to issue to objectify the issue of gaze
that children look at subject. And, Kim, Yo Seob moved to utopia that children

dream, keeping that children are center in juvenile literature in mind. Fantastic
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creation technique caused the result to degrade the quality of work, but it groped
for diverse tests. It is deemed that Lee, Young Ho who was from literary contest
in spring took pains as to who were the masters of juvenile novel unlike
established writers. We can see this from the fact that he took the most subject
matters of work from what may arise in the world of children. This is because
Lee, Young Ho is describing children’s psychology by sticking to their world, unlike
the fact that established writers tried to train children with the gaze and viewpoint
of adult while writing juvenile novel. Writers from literary circles including Lee,
Young Ho had influence on juvenile literature after this, while they tried new
literature, keeping their distance with established writers.

Like this, juvenile literature in 1960s opened beginning with upheaval and
confusion, but it is discriminated from former literature while it groped for
awakening and change of juvenile literary circles. If former juvenile literature had
more influence in the dimension of culture campaign, juvenile literature in 1960s
showed efforts to draw near from the viewpoint that it is literature. This means
that juvenile literary circles groped for change in gear with all the given
conditions such as politics, economy and society etc. and diverse gropings was
linked to the continuity and change of juvenile literature after this.

Literature is one form of culture to happen in period and society. As it is
culture medium to express the period and social phenomenon essentially most,
study on literature enables whole recognition for the society of those days.
Especially, juvenile novel to show actuality realistically will be useful data to read
period in that it realizes society and children & children and society.  Thus,
illumination of juvenile literature in 1960s in this thesis gets to lay meaning in that

it finds the feature of those days and the meaning of literary circles. This study
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pulled up the meaning of history of juvenile literary circles in 1960s which has
stopped at the level of criticism up to now to more full-scale dimension, and it
will be able to be linked to the continuity of history of Korean juvenile literary

circles after this.
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