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ABSTRACT

Anti-Communist Solidarity and Division in

South Korea-South Vietnam Relations in the 1950s

- Focusing on the mutual visits of Syngman Rhee and

Ngo Dinh Diem -
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Sungshin University

This paper analyzes the movement of Third World anti-communist
countries and their horizontal interactions, focusing on the mutual
visits between Presidents of South Korea and South Vietnam in the
1950s. In particular, it examines the Third World nature of the Cold
War, highlighting the solidarity that South Korea and South Vietnam,
as subordinate allies of the United States during the Cold War,
sought to achieve among Third World nations, as well as the
underlying points of division.

From the early stages of South Vietnam's establishment, the

Syngman Rhee government in South Korea emphasized the



similarities in the situations faced by South Korea and South
Vietnam, expecting South Vietnam to establish itself as a powerful
anti-communist nation like South Korea. South Vietnam, even before
forging formal diplomatic relations with South Korea, clearly defined
its identity as an emerging anti-communist country by actively
showing interest in APACL(Asian Peoples Anti-Communist League) led
by South Korea.

In September 1957, Ngo Dinh Diem visited South Korea first, and
the following year in November 1958, Syngman Rhee visited South
Vietnam. The visits of the two leaders had similarities but took place
with different characteristics. Both Ngo Dinh Diem and Syngman
Rhee focused their schedules on military matters during their visits.
The joint statements made by the two leaders during their visits also
emphasized the need for anti-communist solidarity between the two
countries.

However, while discussing anti-communist solidarity together, South
Korea and South Vietnam differed in their positions regarding the
scope and specific details. While Ngo Dinh Diem showed his interest
in various fields of Korean society, Syngman Rhee showed little
interest in South Vietnamese society outside of the military sphere.
Furthermore, South Vietnam did not support Korea's opposition to
neutralism itself or its pursuit of the military alliance between Asian
countries.

These points of division are evident in the mutual perceptions of

the leaders of both countries' governments. The leaders of the South



Korean government viewed South Vietnam as a friendly nation with
which they should jointly carry out the struggle against communism
in Asia, but at the same time, they perceived it as an existence that
should be guided by Korea toward a more powerful anti-communist
path. The leaders of the South Vietnamese government evaluated
Korea's passive diplomacy and extreme anti-communism negatively.
The mutual visits and perceptions between the leaders of South
Korea and South Vietnam demonstrate the subjectivity of both
countries as Third World anti-communist nations. The relationship
and solidarity-building between the two countries, in which South
Korea took a more proactive stance, showcased the subjectivity of
South Korea during the Cold War. Furthermore, the divisions within
this relationship were cases where the subjectivity of South Vietnam

during the same period became more apparent.
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