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ABSTRACT

A Study on Creative Fairytale ¢ Children's Novels in the 1950s

—-Focused on Anti—-Communism-—

Sun, An Na
Dept. of Korean language & literature
Graduate School

Sungshin Wonen's University

The purpose of this study was to examine correlation between
regulations of anti—-Communism and children’s literature focusing on
children’s prosaic literature in the 1950s. Children’s novels in the
1950s have not been studied separately yet, and it is difficult to find
out critical mind on anti-Communism. This researcher checked the
real conditions how anti-Communism was expressed, and analyzed
the meanings by reviewing the first data of textbooks, magazines
and separate volumes out of every kind of media children met with
in the 1950s.

In the late of the 1940s, the Korean Peninsula suffered from small
wars because of ideological conflict between the leftists and the
rightists, and each ideology and belief was expressed actively even in

the field of children’s literature. As Korean War broke out, however,
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writers chose either the structure of South Korea or that of North
Korea and ideology was united. Because of the war, anti-Communism
became the dominant ideology in South Korea and the government
did not allow any viewpoint other than "anti-Communism”, the
official stance on the war.

During the war, the government securing the centralized power
inspired children around the country with hatred and hostility against
North Korea and Communism by publishing textbooks about the war.
Korean War was provoked by North Korea first, but Lee
Seung-man, President of South Korea at that time, also Kkept
jingoistic stance like North Korea. Thus, the two Koreas had to
assume the responsibility for the war. However, laying the
responsibility for the war on North Korea and all sufferings on a
people, Lee Seung-man who seized power successfully expanded
"anti-Communism” and intended to set it as a stepping-stone for his
constant rule.

Textbooks, institutional media of government, were the most
effective in implanting anti-Communism in unconsciousness of
children, "the future nation”. Considerable contents of hostile
anti-Communism printed in the textbooks during the war were
recorded again in regular textbooks, and "anti-Communism morality”
education were conducted separately placing anti-Communism on the
first head of educational policies in the 1950s. In addition,

anti-Communism education was practiced in schools and classrooms.
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It was not unilateral education by command of the government, but
vivid education by experience in the war. Thanks to active practice
by educators, anti—~communism took firm root in daily life around the
late of the 1950s.

Through a consideration on magazines children read, it was
identified that a group of writers under the service of the army
organized  immediately after the war  was over  Wwrote
anti-Communism novels for the first time, and anti-Communism was
spread constantly by writers who came from North Korea and
writers with belief of anti-Communism. Anti-Communism literature
was created as "ideological arms” under the war. So it was not
considerate of development of children’ body and mind and specialty
of children’s literature, and described the army of North Korea as the
subject of overthrow based on ambilateral idea to regard North Korea
and South Korea as evil and good. "Anti-communism”, the external
part of works, was so just that the inner theory of works was
neglected easily. In addition, a principle that anti-Communism is
everything was united with popular entertainment around the middle
of the 1950s. However, the number of separated volumes about
anti-Communism was small relatively. That was because writers
under the service of the army did not write purpose novels any
longer after the suspension. Besides, writings were very ideological
but they were insufficient in literary attributes, so they could be

rarely published as a book.
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Anti-Communism which took firm root as the dominant ideology in
North Korea after Korean War grew into a tool to repress the weak
functioning as the principle of social control in accordance with
adherence of the division of the Korean Peninsula. At first, it was
given from the upper part by the political ruling class. As it was
spread into daily life deeply through law, institution and culture,
however, it became an effective measure to control “commotions” and
"disorder” easily in every field referring to the national security
whenever necessary. Aspects of children’s literature coping with
anti-Communism in the 1950s were divided into four types: a type of
accepting instantly experience of anti-Communism, a type of
stressing description of post-ideological social conditions, a type of
intending for the fantastic and symbolical world, and a type of
writing voluntary and escapist works. Writers under the service of
the army and writers who came from North Korea showed
spontaneous anti-Communism, while leftist writers created discussion
away from politics, history and realities. A series of movements was
discovered that writers stared "individuals” who were suffering not
seeing them from totalitarian viewpoints, and expressed their inner
side in behalf of them in fairy tales using fantastic techniques.

During Korean War, a people experienced war differently depending
on their status and position, but people, who had the same memory
to the government’s official memory about war, such as the elite -

mainly intellectuals and culture persons- generalized and mythicized
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their own special experience. On the other hand, the masses who had
different experience from the elite could not express their own
experience even if they were damaged by the both governments of
North and South which caused the war.

There were many writers who spoke winner's ideology, but there
were few writers who stared an individual with life-especially,
children—, not abstract "people”, and expressed their life, desire, pain,
existence. In this respect, it could be said that children’s novels in

the 1950s showed the vestige of the distorted times just as it was.
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