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ABSTRACT

A Study on Wedding Culture in Premodern South of
Chungcheong Povince
—from the 1940s to the 1960s_

YoungMi Noh
Dept. of wedding industry & cultural major
The graduate school of cultural industry

Sungshin Women's University

This thesis 1s about the wedding culture of the South of
Chungcheong province from the 1940s to the 1960s and studied the
system, the process, the costume and the food of the wedding in
the South Chungcheong province of the time.

The study of wedding culture consists of bibliographic reference,
questionnaire research and interview but often lacks the interviews,
which are the most important part in these studies.

To study the changes of the wedding culture, the most desirable
interviewees are those who are in their 70s to 90s. It's because
they are too old, as time goes by, we are losing them, at the same
time, we also lose the precious data about the wedding culture in
the times when they got married. Most of them got married
around from the 1940s to the 1960s.. So we studied the marriage in
those times. In particular, the fact that the region, the South
Chungcheong province, is well-known as the area of the manners
or “Yangban” helps understand how the western culture put effect
on the wedding culture of the South Chungcheong province from
the 1940s to the 1960s, when lots of western culture was introduced

extremely.



The thirty interviewees from the sixteen cities and towns of the
South Chungcheong province got married at the region, and are in
their 70s to 90s. The interviewer met them in person, conducting
both interviewing and recording, questionnaire research as well. The
pictures of the related data were taken too. I believe these
interviews really serve as the fundamental data for the following

studies on the changes of the wedding culture.

The following is the result of the study on the wedding of the

South Chungcheong province.

First of all, during the late period of the Japanese colonial rule,
there were the most early marriages. Because intermarriage 1s
closely connected to the development of the transportation, most got
married within the provinces or towns. The interviewees got
married through matchmakers, and generally started to live together
in the house of the groom after marriage.

Secondly, when it comes to the process of the wedding, the
traditional Korean wedding was general. Every interviewee married
in the traditional wedding, which was almost held from 10 to 11 in
the morning. In the South Chungcheong province, contrary to the
Chinyoung and Banchinyoung, Woogee was held on the very day or
on the second day, Jaehang after Woogee.

In the system of Chinyoung, the wedding was held in the house of
the groom after Woogee, and there’s no Jaechang. In Banchinyoung,
the wedding was held in the house of the bride, and there’s
Woogee after Jaehang. But in those days, the wedding was held in
the house of the bride and there’'s Woogee at the very day or
within three days, and the next three days there’s Jachang.

It means that the order of the ceremony, Woogee and Jachang was
quite important, suggesting it was neither Chinyoung nor

Banchinyoung. It was the result of the cultural fusion between the



ancient Choseon traditional wedding originated from the Choseon
dynasty and the Chinese traditional wedding.

Thirdly, as to the wedding costume of the South Chungcheong
province, the groom put on the specific cap hemmed in navy and
the special coat and the bride put on the ceremonial cap and the
green or red dress. These costumes are not individual but managed
by the community.

But there were a few who wore the personal costume, which was
resulted from the custom that it's good that the dress is used as
the shroud after three wearing. They all were poor back then, so
there were few brides who could afford the Yedan for the relatives.

Fourthly, concerning the wedding table, a couple of things were
arranged on the table among the blue and red thread, candles, three
different color fruit such as chestnuts, jujubes and dried
persimmons, chicken and cereals. The representative cereals were
rice, beans, adzuki beans, some kinds of rice cake and noddle. Food
served for the wedding guest was rice—cake soup if wealthy, noodle
if normal, and the rice with bean sprout soup if poor. Few
interviewees  were treated with the great wedding table. After
wedding, the bride gave a visit to their parents with the chicken
and alcohol if wealthy, but most brides visited their parents either
with rice-cake and taffy or none if not economically affordable.

Lastly, the characteristic of the wedding of the South
Chungcheong province from the 1940s to the 1960s was that no
western weddings were held even though the western culture was
introduced greatly due to the Korean war and the Japanese colonial
rule.

The South Chungcheong province from the 1940s and the 1960s
suffered from the economic difficulties because of the Korean war
and the Japanese colonial rule, leading simplified wedding food and
process. But the traditional wedding culture was kept in this region

which 1s known as the region of manners.
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