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ABSTRACT

A Study on Maps for Defence and Borderlands

Produced by Kang Eung-hwan in the Late 18th Century

Kim, ryu-kyoung
Major in Geography Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

After Jurchen tribe (% /&) brought about two wars against Joseon dynasty
in Korean peninsula in the first half of 17th century (Jeongmyo—- horan and
Byeongja-horan), and conquered China to establish Ching dynasty in 164
4, there were a chain of revolts rising around every corner of Ching, while
Joseon was thronged with a rumor of potential crisis resulting from Ching
dynasty seeking to return to Manchuria. That is why Joseon dynasty began t
o pay special attentions to identify its frontier adjacent to Ching Empire
(especially Manchuria) and relevant geographic information. In Joseon dynast
vy, maps for defence and borderlands were already prepared in the early day
s of dynasty, and many barriers based on maps prepared in the early Jose
on dynasty were installed to defend vulnerable northern frontier of Joseon

from the force of Ching. In the 17th century, Joseon’'s changing standpoints



toward Ching and northern frontier had influences even on its national f
rontier policies. Moreover, a new paradigm shift of Joseon’s national frontie
r policies led to expansion of frontier installations in Pyeongan and Hamgye
ong province, while there were a lot of national defence maps prepared.
The purpose of this study was to identify geographic configuration and c
ontent of ‘Cheongbuk Byeonseong-do ({HdtigbklE, Map of Frontier
Fortresses North of Cheongchon River) and ‘Goryeo Jung-yocheo—do (i=EE
A ElE Coastal Map of Gyeongsang Province) which were 2 national f
rontier maps authored by Mulgijae Kang Eung-hwan (ZfE1, 1735~1795)
who was appointed a navy commander in charge of Western Gyeongsang P
rovincial Fleet in the late 18th century. To meet the goal, this study m
ade further analysis on topography, configuration, scale, place names, vil
lages, military installations and more which are expressed in the said maps.
In addition, it examined Kang’'s national frontier maps prepared in the late
18th century in terms of Joseon'’s social change and diplomacy in 18th cent
ury. It is particularly notable that Kang’s national frontier maps demonstrate
a prototype of military mapping conducted in his capacity of incumbent Cha
ngseong county governor as well as navy commander of Western Gyeongsa
ng Provincial Fleet. In addition, his national frontier maps have implication
s in the sense that they evolved a step forward from conventional military m
aps outlining Joseon’s northwest frontier and Manchuria region (for exampl

e, Seobukpiayanggye Malliillam-jido (P4t g g B — 5 2 @), Seobukgye-



do (PaJbAtE]), Seonggyeong Yeoji-jeondo (& 5iEdih4>[E]), etc  prepared in t
he era of King Yeongjo), and were also microscopic maps depicting very
concrete and detailed military strategic locations of northern national frontier

in the late 18th century when King Jeongjo ruled Joseon dynasty.
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