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Abstract

Educational research in the history of 18th century

Joseon Dynasty

Bae, Sun-min
Dept. of History Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

Joseon in the 18th century was a period of great change and reform in the

political, social and cultural sectors due to progress in Korea’s “Goods
Monetary Economy”. Therefore it is necessary to study and note the
important changes in Korean history during this era.

The current textbook used today, "High School Korean History; is not only
difficult to teach for teachers but it is also difficult for learners to study due
to its complexity. It is disputed that the textbook does not give an overall
perspective of the times due to the system founded by the classifier system,
and that it does not reflect the recent studies and research discovered by
historians on 18th century Joseon.

To resolve such disputes, this study lays its purpose to help high school
students comprehensively understand the history of Joseon in the 18th
century. To achieve this goal, the paper will review the facts that the text
should have explained in the important changes in Joseon, specify the

problems of the current "High School Korean History; textbook, and



through analysis of the text, present a reconstructive solution of the text.

The problems of description in the text and solutions are as follows.

In political history, as the frame is limited to what the classifier outlines,
the text fails to explain the intrinsic relationship between the progress of the
‘Goods Monetary Economy’ and the reigning central government of the
period. The text merely discusses the “Tangpyeong” politics(:% T EiG) of
this period as it lays its focus on the monarch. It is necessary to inform a
wider perspective of political configuration to students, such as, describing
the situation between the civilians and the politicians who advised the King
to make decisions. By reintroducing the currently omitted “Kyong Hwa Beol
Yeol (U FE[#]B)” to the text, the text should be able to explain the
correlation between the 18th century politics with the 19th century “Sedo”
politics(B4 B E#5). Also, by specifically explaining the social phenomenon
“KyongHyangBunKi(s %73 57)”, be able to draw attention to the relationship
of the political and social figures of the times.

Although the “Goods Monetary Economy” was a milestone and
characteristic of the 18th century which led to changes influencing modern
Korean society, the text fails to explain the various interaction and situation
among the public sectors during this time.

This paper will propose an educating plan which uses the capital city as
an example to give insight to students of the situation during this period.
The capital city will be the appropriate location to explain how the changes
brought about by the “Goods Monetary Economy” affected the general
public and government sectors in the 18th century.

Therefore, the text used to educate students must fully explain the social

and cultural background of the period by addressing specific issues,



relationships and the influence the middle class held during the era.

These solutions for resolving the dispute raised above can be imperfect as
the fundamental problem lays unresolved. This is due to the fact the current
classifier system fails to bring forth the relationships between certain sectors
during the period and is still under dispute of how to bring changes. These
fundamental problems can only mean the teachers’ role in educating
students becomes more important as they will be asked to explain the
omitted information in their own words. However, current teachers were
also taught in the same outdated manner and will face difficulty in
informing students of recent findings and information. Therefore it is critical
for a re-education of teachers of the information outside the text as well as
providing supplementary learning tools and texts to guide both teachers and

students.
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