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ABSTRACT

The image of China in 18th century YeonHaengRok

Lian LiLi
Department of Chinese

Classics

Graduate School of

Sunshin University

The research on “YeonHaengRok” is primarily concentrated in Korea
and China, with scholars from each country exhibiting distinct research
characteristics. Korean scholars tend to focus more on the literary
aspects, while Chinese scholars pay more attention to its historical value.
Chinese scholars have achieved remarkable accomplishments in studying
the historical value of “YeonHaengRok”, yet there remains ample room
for exploration in its literary aspects. Since the beginning of the 21st
century, some scholars have delved into it from various perspectives
such as folklore, imagology, economics, and cultural studies. Building on
the work of predecessors, this paper employs the theory of comparative
literary imagology as its foundation and framework. With a grasp of
extensive historical materials, it analyzes how China and Korea portrayed
each other’s images in the 18th century. physical strength, body shape,

and pain index were compared and analyzed, and the following results
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were obtained through analysis of the results before and after exercise.
This paper applies the theory of imagology in comparative literature to
the study of 18th-century Yan works. Imagology is an important area of
research within comparative literature that emerged in France in the
1990s. It is a research field favored by the French school of comparative
literature390). However, this theory does not refer to literary images in
the general sense, but rather to the “representation of 'foreign’ images
in foreign literature”39D) [2]. The creation of these images is closely
related to the political, economic, cultural, and historical exchanges
between two countries. The scope of imagology research is extensive
because it studies the observation and examination of the “self” towards
the “other”. Therefore, all aspects of foreign countries are research
objects. Through the foreign materials recorded in literary works, the
research objects can include people, urban landscapes, material scenery,
and even customs, ideas, and languages.

Given the vast temporal span of the “Yanxing” journeys, the author
chose the 18th-century Yanxing works, which possess a strong sense of
historical and cultural significance, as the focus of this study. Jin
Changye and Li Yixian were representative writers of the early 18th
century. Their assessments of Qing Dynasty’s image moved away from
the previous bias of blanket criticism, and they began to view Qing
Dynasty through their own eyes, marking a significant turning point.
Hong Darong and Piao Zhiyuan were notable scholars of the Beixue

School, and their Yanxing works gradually shifted from negation and

390) didE L, THECSCEHEREL, |, JusCREHHGiE. 2001, 1534,
391) #1¢] A, 21,
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criticism towards the “things” and “people” of Chinese society towards
affirmation and praise.

When Yanxing envoys traveled to China, a foreign space, the first
thing they encountered was China’s material space.This material space
encompassed China’s mountains, rivers, scenic spots, cultural landscapes,
cities, and palaces, all of which fascinated the Yanxing envoys. Envoys
such as Jin Changye, Li Yixian, Hong Darong, and Piao Zhiyuan not
only possessed a high level of Han cultural proficiency but also deep
insights into Han literature. Before their arrival in China, they had
already gained an understanding of the country through previous travel
accounts or literary works. On the one hand, they confirmed the
descriptions of their predecessors; on the other hand, they sought out
differences from what had been written before. Therefore, wherever the
Yanxing envoys went, they recorded in detail, marveling at China’s
magnificent natural landscapes, magnificent cities, palaces, and historical
sites.

Studying the image of a foreign country’s space involves exploring the
confluence of various social relations within its social space,
encompassing both the material and cultural aspects of that space. The
cultural space of a foreign country manifests as a collection of the life
behaviors of people from all social strata, encompassing the
characteristics of individuals from each stratum and the spiritual,
cultural, and economic lives centered around them. During their missions
to China in the 18th century, the Yanxing envoys first described the

material landscapes of the foreign space, then wrote about its cultural
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landscapes, ultimately constructing various images of Chinese social
space.

Much like the “social collective imaginary” discussed in the field of
comparative literary 1imagology. Yanxing works carry the color of
collective imagination. These imaginations generally manifest in two
modes: ideological and utopian. Ideological descriptions portray the
foreign land as a stage for exhibiting the self, while utopian descriptions
create an idealized self through the lens of the foreign land. Negative,
critical evaluations tend to fall into the ideological category, while
idealized, praising evaluations often have a utopian tint. Essentially, the
Yanxing envoys critiques and negations of Qing Dynasty social space in
the 18th century stemmed from a sense of superiority associated with
the “Little China” mindset following the fall of the Ming dynasty.
Conversely, their praises and affirmations were rooted in a learning
attitude among Korean scholars—bureaucrats, seeking to revitalize their
own country by learning from others.

Regardless of how differently the images of Qing Dynasty urban social
space in the 18th century are portrayed, they all reflect the dynamic
development of social space production at that time, offering a
multifaceted and authentic representation of the social space image of
that era. Possessing a rational mindset and a comprehensive perspective
while observing and writing about a foreign land is a rare
accomplishment for a traveler. Those Yanxing envoys with
comprehensive and dialectical thinking strive to shake off the influence

of social collective imaginary and seek out unique elements that deviate
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from stereotypical depictions, correcting any tendencies towards
generalizations in their descriptions of Chinese urban social space
through personal observations and experiences. Their perceptions of the
material space of Chinese cities, derived from calm observation and
careful consideration, are not only a sensory understanding of Chinese
urban space but also an ideological construction of it, ultimately resulting
in a practical spatial cognition that encompasses both perception and

imagination.
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