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ABSTRACT

During both the golden age of Ming Dynasty in China, especially the
period of Emperor Wanli, and the revival period of culture and art in
Britain, there was a considerable change in the cultural and social
development, which shows a great influence on changes in male
appearances.

Concerning the 16th century Chinese and English men 's hairstyles
and beard styles, there are few information or articles. And, majority
of articles about this period are on hair style and hair decoration of
women, as well as their clothing. For this reason, I did research on
hairstyles and bread styles of 16th century’s Chinese and English men.

I have found some information from ancient literature, as well as
from historical fiction. I have also collected some background
information on male’s hair and beard style through modern papers and
publications.

What we discovered through films and dramas in the background of
this era is that they dressed up to the image of the present age,
instead of the historical person as it was. I found a little difference
when I saw the portrait of the history person. Since every writer 1s
different and their subjective thoughts are various, the images of the
historical figures expressed in the works have also changed little by
little. Also for the paintings from the same era, some slightly

difference could be seen from how the literature shows us. For this
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reason, in this study, I have searched for the real figures based on
historical figures.

In Chapter 2 of this paper, I focus on historical backgrounds of
Chinese and British male hairstyles and beard styles. Based on the
social background and cultural background, the male's clothing style,
hairstyle and beard styles were closely relevant to their social class.
Despite a great difference between the socio—-cultural backgrounds of
China and Britain, both show strict social class standards. This kind of
rules influenced the male appearance, and changed the male's hair and
beard style. Therefore, hairstyles and beard styles also symbolized
male’s social status back then. In the 16th century it was a period of
Emperor Wanli, which was relatively developed in economy and culture,
compared with the past dynasties, but it still had the characteristics of
a feudal society. So, the changes in hairstyle and beard style were
conservative and passive, and social classes were still distinguished.
On the other hand, in the 16th century, Britain went through the period
of cultural revival, breaking feudalism to a more open—minded society.
Moreover, due to economic development, the appearance of men also
changed a lot, as well as the class system. As a result, naturally, the
hairstyles and beard styles of British men have changed.

This paper is concerning the overall research on male hairstyles and
beard styles in China and Britain. In Chapter 3, I compared the
representative social classes of China and Britain in the 16th century,
which are the royal family, the nobility, the literary family, and the

people. Also, I compared the characters from nowadays’ history—based
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films and the actual figures. The method | used is to consider
historical documents, portraits, and descriptions in historical novels,
and get a real figure. At last, based on the analysis, only the part of
hair and beard of historical figures are published in the paper.

From this paper, the social and cultural background, and how people
thought of the beauty of men back then could be seen. Therefore, the
hair and beard style of the period were made to make the work as
similar to the original figure as possible. Through the study of hair
styles and beard styles of Chinese and British men in the 16th
century, I would like the readers to have a chance to know about

men's style in this period and their representative features.
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