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ABSTRACT

The world view of Joseon’s people in the 15th

century

Kim Yul Hee
Department of History
Graduate School of
Sungshin University

In previous studies, the period of 15 Century in Joseon Dynasty has
been examined and understood as the time building up the system with
the values of Neo—Confucianism. Thus, the 15" Century of Joseon Dynasty
has been generally classified as a period of transition to the 16™ century.
However, this thesis questioned this idea and planed to verify that the
world view which most Joseon people had in the 15 century had been
established upon various cultural bases inherited from Goryeo rather than
being limited to the Neo—Confucianism values.

In order to analyze the hypothesis, the world view of Joseon people in
15" century was examined with "King TaeJo’s Planisphere; and King
Taejong’s Worldmapy which were national works carried out in the early
years of the dynasty.

For this work, the production process and the purpose of the two

materials were intensively analyzed in the body. This analysis confirmed



that the political purpose of [King TaeJo’s Planisphere; was the
consolidation of King Taejo’s power.

Moreover, it seems that the ideological background of Joseon founders to
make the planisphere for King Taejo’'s power was that there was
ordination of heaven ideas in Joseon's own way. In order words, China’s
emperors was not the only agent receiving the ordination of haven, but
Taejo also had the role, which made him it possible to found the Joseon
dynasty with the ordination.

The "King Taejong’s worldmaps is the source showing that there were
nations thriving with the ordination outside of Chinese civilization and also
revealing aspirations of Joseon dynasty. Furthermore, the ideological
background enabling Joseon to make such world map had been influenced

by Pluralistic worldview of Goryeo.
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